
Author in first edition, and all subsequent

editions as recently as 2026, Construction

Law Handbook, “Terminations” (4th ed.

2021).

Editor, “Federal Government Construction

Contracts,” Third Edition, 2017 

Co-author, “Todd Construction v. United

States: Navigating Performance

Evaluation Claims in the Court of Federal

Claims,” The Construction Lawyer, Winter

2015 

Co-author, “Navigating the Buy America

Act in Federal Transit Authority Funded

Contracts,” Under Construction, American

Bar Association, March 2014 

“How Non-U.S.-Owned Companies Can

Compete for Federal Government

Contracts,” ConstructionWebLinks.com,

March 24, 2010

RECENT CASES: 

Obtained an arbitration award for a developer client that reimbursed the client for 100% of its costs incurred beyond the

Builder’s Risk payment for a flood caused by a general contractor’s subcontractor in a newly-renovated hotel.

Obtained an arbitration award for a contractor against a developer due to the developer’s architect’s defective design. The

developer recovered nothing on its breach of contract counterclaim. 

Obtained a favorable arbitration award in a case involving deep excavations and slurry walls. 

Overturned a termination for default of a subcontractor resulting in nominal damages for defaulting prime contractor.

ADMITTED IN VA & DC

Barbara litigates claims on behalf of owners, general contractors and subcontractors in federal and state courts

and before arbitral tribunals. Barbara also drafts and negotiates construction and architect contracts for

developers and construction contracts for contractors. Notwithstanding that her training and experience is as a

litigator, her principal goal is to assist clients in finding a path to resolve issues, eliminate disputes and to find

sensible solutions to complicated legal issues. Separately, in the same vein, she is also trained as a mediator

and arbitrator, she is on the AAA neutrals panel, and performs those services when requested either through the

AAA or ad hoc. 

She also routinely represents government contractors in claims against the federal government. This includes

performance and payment bond disputes; and representing government contractors in bid protests and claims at

the various Boards of Contract Appeals and at the Court of Federal Claims. 

Barbara graduated magna cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania and received her juris doctor degree

from George Washington University. She co-founded the Women in Construction, Inc. organization, a 501(c)(6)

corporation and served as president of the annual conference from 2006 to 2021. In 2018, she served as the

president of the Construction Lawyers Society of America, and remains a Fellow. Since 2016, she has been a

Fellow of the American College of Construction Lawyers and participated on its Board of Governors from 2019

to 2023. Chambers has ranked her since 2008. She has been selected to SuperLawyers from 2006 to the

present. From 2016 to 2018, she was chair of Division 13, Government Construction Contracts, of the ABA

Forum on the Construction Industry, and in that capacity edited a recent ABA publication, Federal Government

Construction Contracts. She has been on the faculty of the National Institute of Trial Advocacy (“NITA”) and

also on the faculty of the ABA Division 13 Trial Advocacy Program. 

Barbara served on the Board of the Leukemia Ball in Washington, D.C. and on the American Heart Association

Golf Committee. Since 1984, she has been on the Trustees’ Council of Penn Women. She served as an editor

for Jacquelyn Dickey’s book, The Dash; and created and endowed the Ann E. Kelley Memorial Scholarship at

the University of Pennsylvania. Barbara was recently selected as a finalist for the 2026 Heroines of Washington

Awards benefitting March of Dimes.
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